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FINED 
Parable:  The Two Debtors 

By Patrick Rainville Dorn 
 
SYNOPSIS:  One library patron owes a 35¢ fine while the other, whose 
textbooks were damaged in a flood, owes $350. When the librarian 
cancels both fines, guess who is more grateful? 
 
BIBLE VERSE:  Luke 7:40-43 
 

CAST OF CHARACTERS 
(3 either) 

 
LIBRARIAN (f/m) ........................................ Loves people even more than 

books.  (38 lines) 
MANDY/ANDY (f/m) .................................. Conscientious book borrower.  

(14 lines) 
ROSALIE/ROSS (f/m) ................................. Owes a huge debt.  (23 lines) 
 
DURATION:  10 minutes. 
SETTING:  Front desk at a public library 
TIME:  Modern day. 
 

PROPS 
 

 Table 
 Desk or counter 
 computer screen and keyboard (or laptop) 
 single book 
 stack of three books (damaged, if your audience is close enough to 

tell) 
 two library cards 

 
NOTE: All props can be mimed. 
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PUBLISHER'S NOTE 
 
Parables are earthly stories intended to reveal a heavenly meaning.  They are 
by nature stories that people could relate to and which would inspire questions 
and discussion, thus providing the opportunity for revelation of the truth.  We 
have brought these parables into present time where the listener can relate and 
once again ask questions, which will reveal the true meaning. 
 
SCRIPTURE:  Taken from THE HOLY BIBLE, NEW INTERNATIONAL 
VERSION ®. Copyright© 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.™. Used 
by permission of Zondervan. 
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PARABLE:  40Jesus answered him, “Simon, I have something to tell 
you.” “Tell me, teacher,” he said. 41“Two people owed money to a 
certain moneylender. One owed him five hundred denarii, and the other 
fifty. 42Neither of them had the money to pay him back, so he forgave 
the debts of both. Now which of them will love him more?” 43Simon 
replied, “I suppose the one who had the bigger debt forgiven.” “You 
have judged correctly,” Jesus said (Luke 7:40-43). 
 

♦ ♦ ♦ 
 
AT START:  LIBRARIAN sits or stands at the desk, looking at the 
computer screen. 
 
MANDY:  (Enters carrying a book.) Good morning. 
LIBRARIAN: Nice to see you, Mandy. (Gestures to MANDY’S book.) 

Did you want to check that out? 
MANDY:  (Hands book to LIBRARIAN.) Yes, please. It’s the sequel to 

the novel I just finished. I hope it’s as good as the first one. It’s full 
of love and adventure, and it’s set in the olden days. (Hands 
LIBRARIAN the book and library card.) Here’s my library card. 

LIBRARIAN:  I’ve heard good things about the first one. (Types.) 
There’s quite a long waiting list for it. (Looks at screen.) And they’ve 
made it into a movie. 

MANDY:  I know. But I didn’t want to see the movie until after I’d read 
the book. That way I get to imagine it myself first. By the way, I think 
I’ve got an overdue charge for that novel. 

LIBRARIAN:  (Looks at screen.) I see that. Do you want to pay your 
fine today? 

MANDY:  Sure. See, I needed an extra couple of days to finish it. I tried 
to renew it online, but the computer said the book was on hold. 

LIBRARIAN:  That message pops up automatically when someone 
else is waiting for the book. 

MANDY:  But I couldn’t just turn it in with only a few chapters to go, 
you know? Then I’d be back at the end of the waiting list, and I just 
had to find out how the story ended. 

LIBRARIAN:  So you held onto it until you finished? 
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MANDY:  Yes. I know that meant that the next person in line had to 
wait longer than they should have. I didn’t mean to be inconsiderate, 
but I just had to finish that book! Even so, it was still overdue, and I 
accept responsibility. 

LIBRARIAN:  It looks like it was checked in this morning. 
MANDY:  I asked my dad to drive me over last night so I could put it in 

the drop-off bin. That way you’d have it first thing. 
LIBRARIAN:  That was nice of your father to do that for you. 
MANDY:  He says that of all the things his tax money goes toward, the 

public library is one of the best. 
LIBRARIAN:  I’d have to agree with him there. 
MANDY:  So how much do I owe? 
LIBRARIAN:  (Typing.) It looks like... thirty-five cents. Do you want to 

pay with cash or credit card? 
MANDY:  I think I’ve got that. (Reaches into pocket.) Oh, no. I don’t. 

All I’ve got is a dime. I’m sorry. How about if I pay next time I’m 
here? 

LIBRARIAN:  You know what? Just forget it. You’re a frequent 
customer, you’re a responsible person, and I understand why you 
kept the book. I’ll just delete the fine. 

MANDY:  You can do that?  
LIBRARIAN:  Sure. I’m the librarian. (Gestures around the room.) This 

is my domain. I rule here. It’s really not so much. 
MANDY:  Well, if you’re sure. 
LIBRARIAN:  I’m sure. (Clicks keyboard.) It’s gone. (Hands MANDY 

the book.) Here’s your book. It’s due in three weeks.  
MANDY:  I promise I’ll return it before then. 
LIBRARIAN:  Cross your heart? 
MANDY:  I’ll do my best. Thanks! See ya! (Exits with book.) 
LIBRARIAN:  (To self.) I’ve been waiting three weeks to read that 

novel. I know what I’m doing tonight! 
ROSALIE:  (Enters carrying a stack of damaged books.) Excuse me. 
LIBRARIAN:  Yes? 
ROSALIE:  I’ve come to turn myself in. 
LIBRARIAN:  This is a library, not a police station. What’s the problem? 
ROSALIE:  Well... I’m taking night classes so I can become a CNA. 
LIBRARIAN:  A CNA? 
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ROSALIE:  Certified Nursing Assistant. I’ve been working in the fast- 
food industry, and I want to get into healthcare. You know, to help 
make people get better instead of... well, you know. 

LIBRARIAN:  And…? 
ROSALIE:  Well, the workbooks and materials were too expensive. I 

couldn’t afford to buy them and pay the fee for the class. But luckily, 
I found the textbooks here at the library. 

LIBRARIAN: Textbooks are crazy expensive these days. I understand. 
That’s why we have a public library. So people can read books 
without having to buy them. 

ROSALIE:  Right. Anyway, my family lives in a basement apartment, 
and while I was at work, the people above us had their sink overflow. 
The water dripped down through the ceiling and right onto our 
kitchen table, where I do my homework. 

LIBRARIAN:  Oh, no… 
ROSALIE:  (Holds up the books, upset.) The textbooks. They’re ruined! 

All of them. I’m so sorry. 
LIBRARIAN:  Oh, that’s terrible! 
ROSALIE:  I tried to disinfect the pages and dry them off, but it didn’t 

work. 
LIBRARIAN:  (Looks at books.) Wow. You’re right. They’re ruined for 

sure. 
ROSALIE:  How much will it cost to replace them? 
LIBRARIAN:  A lot. Let’s see. (Types on the computer.) Oh, my. 
ROSALIE:  It’s going to be bad, I know it. Just tell me. 
LIBRARIAN:  Three hundred and fifty dollars.  
ROSALIE:  (Tries not to cry.) OK. That’s not quite two weeks’ salary. 

Can I pay you back in installments? If I drop out of the program, I 
can get extra hours. 

LIBRARIAN:  Why would you drop out of the program? 
ROSALIE:  Because I don’t have the books I need to finish the class 

anymore. And the people who come after me won’t be able to check 
them out either. I’m really sorry. 

LIBRARIAN:  It wasn’t your fault. 
ROSALIE:  Maybe not. But I’m still responsible for them. 
LIBRARIAN:  I’ll tell you what. I can arrange an interlibrary loan for 

another set of those books. (Types.) Do you have your library card? 
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