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CAST OF CHARACTERS
(In order of appearance)

Christiana (Christy)
Helper
Lazy
Me First
Envy
Worry
Self-Pity
Gluttony
Greed
Anger
Pride

This perusal script is for reading purposes only.
No performance or photocopy rights are conveyed.



PRODUCTION NOTES

SYNOPSIS

It’s time for spring cleaning. Christy and a maid tackle the
clutter in the rooms of Christy’s house. Junk is everywhere.
Lazy is asleep in an easy chair. Me First keeps stepping in the
way of the cleaners. Envy is lurking in a green, moldy corner.
Worry is huddled in a blanket and rocking furiously in a
rocking chair. Self-Pity’s black robe is obscuring the lamp’s
light. Gluttony has taken over the kitehen. Greed, Anger, and
Pride are hiding in the closet. None of the “clutterers” want to
leave. Even Christy isn’t sure she wants to get rid of them at
first. But through the maid’s gentle guidance, she finds the
courage to confront each one. Originally written for a women’s
retreat, this play would work well for any women’s meeting or
banquet — or even for a Sunday merning drama.

COSTUMES
CHRISTY — Casually dressed in sweats or clothes suitable for
housecleaning. Wears rubber gloves.

HELPER — Professional cleaner, dressed in coveralls with
“Helper Agency” printed on back.

LAZY — Sloppy robe and slippers, hair in curlers or messed up.
ME FIRST — Fashionable clothes, dressed up to go out.

ENVY — Dressed in green, touch of green makeup on face.
Covered with a green sheet or blanket.

WORRY — Wrapped in a blue sheet or blanket, looks
distressed.

SELF-PITY — Dressed in black, perhaps in a big cape.

GLUTTONY — Big, loose clothes stuffed with pillows; a huge
white bib at the neck.

GREED — Luxuriously dressed, lots of jewelry, fur stole, etc.
ANGER — Dressed in red; spiked hair.
PRIDE — Meticulously dressed in a suit.

PROPS

Large black cloth; broom; mop; bucket; cleaning supplies;
rubber gloves; telephone and phone book; elipboard; pen;
several pop cans; donuts, bag of potato chips and assorted
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other boxes and bags of cookies, candy and junk foed on the
kitchen table; cigarette package and liguor bottle (also on kitchen
table); eardboard box; large “Super Christian” badge (made with
gold paper and blue ribbon); bill marked “Paid in Full.”

SOUND EFFECT
Doorbell ringing or knocking.

SETTING

Christy’s house. Divide the playing room into two main areas:
the living room and the kitchen.

For the living room, you will need an easy chair, a rug in the
corner of the room, a rocking chair, and a large table
containing a lamp that is turned on and a telephone and phone
book.

The kitchen area needs a table and chair. The table should be
covered with the above-mentioned food, cigarettes, and liquor
bottle.

It is helpful if your playing area contains two doors. One may
be used for the outside entrance, and the other for the closet.
The closet door should be shaped like a heart or have a heart
on it. If you decide to put the closet On-stage where it is visible
to the audience, line the interior with gold foil. If your playing
area doesn’t have doors, the outside entrance and closet may
be Off-stage —e.g., behind the curtains at opposite sides.
Cardhoard doors may be constructed.
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AT RISE: All characters except CHRISTY are On-stage when the

play begins. In the living room area: LAZY sleeps in the easy
chair, ME FIRST stands behind her, ENVY is slouched on the
rug in the corner, WORRY sits in the rocking chair, SELF-PITY
stands beside the lamp. A large black cloth is draped over SELF-
PITY and the lamp, hiding them. In the kitchen area:
GLUTTONY sits slumped at the food-covered kitchen table. In
the closet are GREED, ANGER, and PRIDE. All characters
freeze until they speak. CHRISTY enters. She is carrying a
broom, mop, bucket, and cleaning supplies. She drops them
wearily in the middle of the living room area.

CHRISTY: (Looking around) This place is a mess! I don’t even

know where to start. There is so much clutter here I can’t
even see the furniture. Help! I need help. I know! I'll call
that new maid service! It would be worth a week’s salary
to get this place cleaned up. (She walks to telephone and picks
up phone book. Looks through book, dials number, and listens.)
Leave a message at the tone! I can’t do that! I need help
now — before I lose my resolve to get this place in shape.
(Looks through book again.) Let’s see now. Who else can I
call? Here’s another one — “The Helper.” Hmmm. I like
their motto —“I can do everything through him who
gives me strength.” (Philippians 4:13 [NIV]) And they even
give free estimates. Well, it’s worth a try. (Dials and listens.)
Oh, hello. Yes, I wondered if you might come by and give
me an idea about how much it would cost to have my
house cleaned? Today? Oh, that’s great! The address is #7
The Way Road. OK. I'll be waiting. (Hangs up phone as
doorbell rings or knock is heard. CHRISTY opens door.)

HELPER: (Carrying clipboard and pen) Good day. Helper Agency

at your service.

CHRISTY: How did you get here so fast? (Looks out door.)

Where’s your car?

HELPER: Oh, I didn’t come by car — we have a special method
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of iransportation. Well, let’s get right to work. Your name
please? (Writes on clipboard.)

CHRISTY: Christiana Gooedman, but just call me Christy.

HELPER: (Shakes hands with CHRISTY,) Hello, Christy. Just call
me Helper.

CHRISTY: Well, Helper, I sure am glad you could come today.
As you can see, I do need help.

HELPER: Yes, I can see that. When did you last clean your
house?

CHRISTY: Oh, I clean every spring — except last spring. I
broke my leg, so I couldn’t do much for six weeks, and by
then it was summer and tooe nice to stay inside and clean.

HELPER: So it’s been two years since you cleaned this place?

CHRISTY: Two years — yes, that’s right. No, wait! Two years
ago —that was the year Angela was born. Well, you
couldn’t expect me to spring clean with an infant, now
could you?

HELPER: So you didn’t elean two years ago?

CHRISTY: 1 guess not.

HELPER: Three years ago?

CHRISTY: Yes, I must have cleaned then — although 1 was
pretty busy that spring. That was the year I took the class
at the university. But I must have done some cleaning
then.

HELPER: Oh well, never mind. It doesn’t really matter about
the past. What matters is the present and the fact that
you are going to get to it now! And 1 think I know where
to start. Right over here! (Moves to chair and tries to wake
LAZY up.) Lazy! Lazy! Wake up!

LAZY: Hey, what’s the big idea waking me up? It’s only nine
o’clock. I usually sleep in until eleven or twelve.

HELPER: We're trying to get some spring cleaning done here,
and I'm afraid you'll have to leave so we can make some
progress.

LAZY: Leave! Are you kidding? It’s nice and warm in my soft,
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cozy chair. Why...I'd have to get up to leave!

HELPER: Yes. That’s the idea.

CHRISTY: Are you sure Lazy has to go? We have such a nice
time in the morning...just sitting around...enjoying that
second cup of coffee.

HELPER: Well, if you're serious about cleaning up in here,
Lazy will have to go first.

LAZY: Come on, give me a break. P'm too tired — you can’t ask
me to leave today. How about tomorrow? Let me get a
good night’s sleep. Then I’ll be ready to leave tomorrow.

HELPER: Sorry, but I really think it’s better if you go now.

CHRISTY: Lazy is right. Can’t we wait until tomorrow? 1
mean, if she goes, who will watch the soaps with me this
afternoon?

HELPER: Soaps? We'll worry about those when we clean the
bathroom.

CHRISTY: Not those soaps. The soaps! You know — “Weeks of
Our Lives,” “All My Grandchildren”....

LAZY: Oh yeah, we can’t miss those today. We have to find out
if Laura’s ex-husband’s girifriend is really pregnant.
CHRISTY: And does Mark really have amnesia or is he just

trying to get away from Melanie?

LAZY: And will Marie keep her baby?

CHRISTY: (To HELPER) P'm sorry, you really can’t ask Lazy to
leave today.

HELPER: Well, if that’s the way you want it. Remember, you
called me. I just thought you wanted to clean your house,
and we really can’t do anything as long as Lazy is here.

CHRISTY: Well, I really do want to make an improvement
here. Lazy, I'm sorry, you'll have to leave.

LAZY: Christy, have you flipped?

CHRISTY: No, I just want you to go now.

LAZY: Well, I know when P'm not wanted. See you around,
kiddo. Guess I'll go to the donut shop until you get over
this cleaning thing. I can easily kill an hour or two there.
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(She leaves.)

CHRISTY: There. Lazy’s gone. Now what? (ME FIRST steps
between CHRISTY and HELPER.)

HELPER: Well, it’s hard to know what to do next. Pm having
trouble getting past Me First.

ME FIRST: (Snobbish voice) Christy, wheo is this funny-looking
person, and what are you doing in that dowdy outfit? 1
thought we were going to spend the day having fun — I’ve
got it all planned.

CHRISTY: I'm sorry, Me First, I can’t today. I promised myself
I'd get a start on my spring cleaning. I phoned the Helper
Agency to come by and give me an estimate of the cost to
clean this place. This is their agent.

HELPER: (Extends hand.) How do you do?

ME FIRST: (Ignores hand.) Well, I am not a happy camper, I can
tell you that! Christy, don’t you remember we planned to
meet the girls for brunch at that faney new restaurant
everyone is raving about? If we eat early, we’ll have most
of the day to shop in those exquisite little shops at the
Galaxy Mall. Did you forget that today is their bi-weekly
“Once in a Lifetime Super Sale”?

CHRISTY: Oh, that’s right! I forgot!

ME FIRST: Besides, you've been working too hard lately —
you deserve a break.

CHRISTY: Well, Idid hear a doctor on TV say that you have to
take some time for yourself.

ME FIRST: Exactly! Here, take this designer bubble bath and
go have a nice, relaxing soak. We have time before brunch.

CHRISTY: Maybe youw’re right. And after shopping, wouldn’t it
be fun to see that new movie everybody’s talking about?
I've heard it’s really good!

ME FIRST: Sure! After all, this is your day. We can do
whatever you want! Now, that's real happiness!

HELPER: (To CHRISTY) Doing whatever you want to do. Is that
really what happiness is to you, Christy?
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CHRISTY: Well...no...I guess it really isn’t. Id really be happy
if I could get my house cleaned.

HELPER: Well, then, you’ll have to ask Me First to go.

CHRISTY: (Turns to ME FIRST) Look, Me First, you go on
without me.

ME FIRST: Christy!

CHRISTY: I've got lots to do here today, and I think I'll just
stick with it.

ME FIRST: (Offended) Suit yourself. (Ske leaves.)

CHRISTY: This is harder than I thought it would be.

HELPER: It’s hard, but don’t forget — I’'m here to help you.
(Moves to green corner.) Wow! It must have been awhile since
you cleaned this corner. It’s filled with green mold or
something. (ENVY stands up.) Envy! I should have known!
I’d recognize you anywhere.

ENVY: Helper! Why don’t you just leave me alone? I’'m not
hurting anyone here.

HELPER: Oh, but I'm afraid you are. You’re messing up this
beautiful carpet. You’ll have to go.

CHRISTY: Wait! Surely Envy doesn’t have to leave? She goes
with me everywhere. When 1 visit my friends, she points
out the things they have that I need.

ENVY: That’s right. Last week I showed her how wonderful it
would be to have a husband like Karen’s. He helps with
the housework and he even changes diapers.

CHRISTY: Yes, and just yesterday you pointed out that if my
Ernest was a better money manager, we’d be able to go on
a Caribbean eruise — just like the Joneses!

ENVY: And don’t I always tell you when Susan and Heather
have nicer clothes than you?

CHRISTY: Yes, and it’s not fair! I haven’t had a new dress in
months.

HELPER: 1 really think it would be best if Envy left.
Otherwise, you will never be able to see and enjoy this
carpet of joy and econtentment.
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CHRISTY: It’s been a long time since I've seen it. I'd forgotten
how beautiful it is. Pm sorry, Envy. I'll probably really
miss you. (HELPER leads ENVY out.)

ENVY: You’ll be sorry! You'll wish you had me back next time
you go visit Karen — you'll see!

HELPER: (Turning back toward room) What is that awful
squeaking noise? Doesn’t that get on your nerves? How
can you listen to that all day?

CHRISTY: Ob, that’s just Worry. She spends all day and all
night in my grandmother’s rocking chair — “the chair of
peace,” my grandmother called it when she gave it to me.

HELPER: When did you use it last?

CHRISTY: Oh, I never use it. Worry sits in it all the time.

HELPER: Well, I can see why she likes it so much. Worry is
just like rocking —it keeps you busy but gets you
nowhere! (Turning to WORRY) Worry, dear, would you mind
getting out of that chair? We need to give it a good
cleaning.

WORRY: (Rocks faster.) Sorry, ’'m busy.

HELPER: Busy? But you're just sitting there — rocking.

WORRY: That’s what you think. No one else seems to be
concerned about the way things are going around here. I
have to do all the worrying. It’s a hard job, but someone
has to do it.

CHRISTY: That’s true. She does help me with the worrying.
Pm afraid I couldn’t get it all done by myself.

WORRY: Yeah, remember last week when Angela had that
runny nose and cough? I stayed up all night with you,
worrying that it could be pneumonia —or even lung
cancer! Poor baby!

CHRISTY: Yes, and remember the pain I had in my side
yesterday? You stayed with me all day, pointing out that I
might have appendicitis or an uleer or worse.

WORRY: And I have so much to do when the children go to
school. I have to worry about whether or not they wore

This perusal script is for reading purposes only.
No performance or photocopy rights are conveyed.



D W= U AN~

12

warm sweaters. Will Susie eat her lunch or throw it in the
garbage? Will that big bully pick on Billy again at recess?
Why didn’t the music teacher choose Susie for the solo in
the spring concert? Doesn’t she like her?

CHRISTY: (To HELPER) And I couldn’t do without Worry when
I'm working on the weekly budget. She reminds me that
we’ll never have enough money to pay all these bills. And
what if Ernest loses his job? What if we had to move in
with his meother?

HELPER: I can see you two spend a lot of time together.

CHRISTY: Together we can always think of something to
worry about.

HELPER: As long as Worry is here, we'll never be able to dust
off that chair of peace.

CHRISTY: Well, I would like to see it again. It’s been several
years...Worry, maybe you could just take a little break.
You could go for a walk or something.

WORRY: Are you erazy? Go out for a walk?! Why, I could get
my shoes dirty, or catch a eold, or get run over by a truck.

CHRISTY: Surely it’s not as dangerous as all that.

WORRY: If you want to throw me out, that’s up to you. If you
want my death on your conscience for the rest of your
life, what can I say? (HELPER leads her out as she continues
to mumble.) Where did I go wrong?...

CHRISTY: What a beautiful chair!

HELPER: Why den’t you try it out?

CHRISTY: (Sitting) The chair of peace —my grandmother
knew how to live.

HELPER: (Moving to lamp) It’s a little dark in this eorner.
What’s wrong with your lamp?

CHRISTY: It works. See — the light is on.

HELPER: No, I can’t really see the light. There is something
black draped all over it. (Pulls black cloth off lamp and SELF-
PITY.)

SELF-PITY: Go away and leave me alone. Can’t you see I want
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to be by myself?

HELPER: Self-Pity! You show up in the busiest places, but you
always want to be by yourself,

SELF-PITY: What do you know about me? Look at you! You'’ve
got a faney uniform. You get paid for the work you do.
Does anyone pay me for cleaning the house, cooking the
meals, washing the clothes? No way, buster!

HELPER: Surely it’s not that bad.

SELF-PITY: Not only do I not get paid, I don’t even get
thanked. Right, Christy?

CHRISTY: That’s true, all right. All we hear is: “Mom, isn’t
dinner ready yet? What are we having? Yuk! You know I
don’t like meatloaf!” or: “Mom, did you wash my gym
clothes? Where are they?”

SELF-PITY: And Ernest never takes you out for dinner
anymore. He just flops in front of the TV and grunts if you
ask him a question.

CHRISTY: And it’s not just at home that ’'m taken for granted.
Look at the church. Do you know I have been a Sunday
school teacher for ten years and not once have any of the
parents said, “Thanks for taking time to teach my child.”

SELF-PITY: And did anyone even notice when you vacuumed
the whole church last week? Or how about the day yon
brought in that beautiful bouquet of fresh flowers?

CHRISTY: And they always expect me to stay and help clean
up whenever we have a potluck dinner. ‘

SELF-PITY: P'm sick of it! I'm tired of being walked on all the
time.

HELPER: (Takes CHRISTY aside.) Hmmm...Christy, 1 thought
you did all of those things out of your love for your family
and for Jesus.

CHRISTY: Well, yes, 1 do.

HELPER: I think Self-Pity here is clouding your vision, just
like she’s clouding the glow from this lamp of faithfulness.

CHRISTY: Do you really think so?
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HELPER: Pm sure of it. But I've wrestled with Self-Pity
before. We’ll have to sneak up behind her and put her out
together. It will take both of us.

CHRISTY: OK, let’s do it. (They seize SELF-PITY and start to push
her out the door.)

SELF-PITY: (To CHRISTY) Are you going to let this stranger
tell you what to do? She’s just using you, Christy.

CHRISTY: She’s trying to help me.

SELF-PITY: You might think you’re rid of me, but I'll be back!

HELPER: She’s right, you know. She’ll try to sneak in when
you least expect it.

CHRISTY: I'll be on my guard. Look at the lamp! It’s glowing!

HELPER: The Lamp of Faithfulness will brighten the darkest
hour, Christy. (Looking around) Well, the living room looks
preiiy good. Let’s go into the kitchen.

CHRISTY: Do we have t0?

HELPER: It can’t be any worse than the living room.

CHRISTY: Don’t be so sure.

HELPER: (Enters kitchen. GLUTTONY is at table stuffing her face.)
Gluttony! I should have known I'd find you here!

GLUTTONY: Christy! Where have you been all morning? You
must be starved!

CHRISTY: Not really. I had bran flakes, toast and juice for
breakfast.

GLUTTONY: (Cracks up.) Bran flakes! You’re not getting health
conscious on me, are you, girl? Bran flakes! That’s like
eating little bits of cardboard. Look — I saved you some
chocolate donuts and potato chips!

CHRISTY: Oh, they do look good!

GLUTTONY: It’s a good thing I went to the store with you last
night. Did you know we were almost out of Oreos? And
the candy jar was empty before I filled it with the peanut
brittle we bought.

CHRISTY: 1know. I was going to cut down this week.

GLUTTONY: Cut down? Girl, don’t be so hard on yourself. You
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have to eat to live. Or is it live to eat? Oh well, whatever.
Food is fun...Chocolate cake!

CHRISTY: Cherry pie!

GLUTTONY: Strawberry shortcake!

CHRISTY: My, oh my!

GLUTTONY: Hot fudge sundaes!

CHRISTY: Apple pie!

GLUTTONY: Buttery mashed potatoes!

CHRISTY: Piled sky high!

HELPER: Girls! Control yourselves. You're getting a little
carried away.

CHRISTY: You’re right. I’ve got to take control of this kitchen.
Gluttony, help me get rid of this stuff. (She starts packing
food in a box.)

GLUTTONY: Get rid of it! Christy, you've flipped! But if you
really want to get rid of it, just pack it up and give it to
me. Hey, maybe I should leave you these cigarettes and
this bottle of sherry — you never know when you might
need them.

CHRISTY: No thanks!

HELPER: (To CHRISTY) You won’t need them in your kitchen
of self-control. (GLUTTONY leaves.)

CHRISTY: 1 can’t believe how much better everything looks.
Thanks, Helper. You know, I even feel better.

HELPER: We’re not through yet.

CHRISTY: We’re not? But everything looks great! The house
hasn’t been this clean in years!

HELPER: What about your closet?

CHRISTY: (Hesitantly) The closet?

HELPER: Yes, the closet.

CHRISTY: You don’t want to see my closet, believe me.

HELPER: But 1 do.

CHRISTY: (Moves to block the door.) Please, not the closet.

HELPER: But Christy, if we don’t clean out the closet, all the
junk in there will soon spill out into your clean house.
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